VWONDERFALLS

“MJFFI N BUFFALO’
TEASER

EXT. TRAILER PARK - N GHT - TELEPHOTO CAMERA LENS P. QO V. 1

Dusk at the H gh and Dry Trailer Park. The P.O V. ROVES the
par k, focusing and |osing focus on sunflower pinwheels, a
mai | box, some | awn chairs and a garbage can. A BLURRY SHAPE
darts through franme followed by a scary novie nusic sting.

Voi ces | ow, urgent.

AARON (O S.)
| saw sonet hi ng

JAYE (O S.)
\Wher e?

AARON (O S.)

Lost it. Wait. There's two of
‘em They’'re noving fast.

The P. O V. searches for the blurry shapes, finding them

JAYE (O S.)
What are they doi ng?

The P.O V. FOCUSES. 1t’s TWO DI RT- SMEARED CHI LDREN wi t h
sticks chasing and beating at sonethi ng bel ow FRAME.

AARON (O S.)
I think they're foraging for food.

A CAMERA SHUTTER CLI CKS. The | MACE of the chil dren FREEZES.
W ZOOM away as the world FI SH EYES, and we are | NSI DE THE

CAMERA, PULLI NG BACK past the filmplate, through a maze of

sprockets, out the viewfinder, and into:

I NT. JAYE' S TRAILER - NI GHT 2
JAYE and AARON perch |i ke beagles on the couch. Aaron trains
a canera with a telephoto | ens out the window He clicks a
coupl e nore pictures.
JAYE
Stop wasting film W have a
nmyt hi cal beast to docunent.

Jaye grabs the canera, but he holds on.

( CONTI NUED)
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AARON JAYE
M ne. You' re gonna break it.
AARON
What do you care? You stole it
from wor k.
JAYE

It was in the |ost and found bin.
It’s a victinless crine.

As Jaye scans the outside with the canera, Aaron flips

t hrough the pages of a photo album The various pictures al

feature the |lopsided trailer and a BLUR of notion that seens
to be an obese man darting through the park: think Sasquatch.

JAYE (cont’ d)
He’'s such a tease. | haven't seen
so much as a flip-flop in a year

AARON
You don’'t at all feel like you're
violating this man?

JAYE
Huh-uh. What’s the point of |iving
inatrailer park if you can't take
in the local color. And by that, I
mean spy on the freaks.

AARON
We're all spying on freaks tonight.
(of f her 1 o0k)
Talk to any cow creaners |ately?

JAYE
Not recently, no.

Jaye turns her attention back to the canera.
JAYE (cont’ d)

You think maybe he got so big he
can’t get out?

AARON
Hi s door is very narrow.

JAYE
He only opens it for food. |It’s
pi zza night so he’'ll have to open

it wide enough to get that box in.

( CONTI NUED)
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A KNOCK at the door.
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AARON
If your portly Chupacabra doesn’t
energe soon |'Il be forced to go

home and work on ny dissertation.

JAYE
I don’t call himthat anynore. He
m ght be of Mexican descent. |
don’t wanna seeminsensitive.

AARON
Then what d’you call hin®
JAYE
Fat Pat. It was Fatsquatch, but...

(continuing to scan)
So do Mom and Dad think you' re over
here studyi ng Jesus and Zeus and
Buddha and all the rest?

AARON
(sane cadence)
Uh-huh. So do Mom and Dad know you
talk to things that don't tal k?

JAYE
It really is inpressive how | ong
you' ve managed to fleece them from
your |vory Tower of Academ a.

AARON
I’mnot fleecing. |’ mworking
really hard on ny education. Just
not right now.

EXT. TRAILER PARK - TELEPHOTO P.O V. - N GHT

JAYE (O S.)
Pi zza van approachi ng.

I NT. JAYE' S TRAI LER - CONTI NUQUS

09/26/03 3.

2A

RACK FOCUS on A TRAILER across the way fromJaye's. It tilts
to one side, straining under a good deal of weight. CAMERA
WH P PANS to a BLURRY | MAGE OF A CAR com ng down the drive,

it snaps into FOCUS and it’s a Pl ZZA DELI VERY van.

2B

Jaye and Aaron exchange a | ook.

( CONTI NUED)
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JAYE
Answer the door.
AARON
You answer the door.
JAYE
It’s ny nythical beast.
AARON
I"I'l take lots of pictures. [1t’'I]

be just |ike you were there.

Anot her knock. Jaye eyes him noves to answer the door. The
nonment she abandons the canera, Aaron snatches it up

JAYE
You see anything over 500 pounds,
start snappi ng.

She opens the door to MRS. BEATTLE. She wears an apron with
a Buffalo in a headdress asking: “Wwere s My Muffin?”

JAYE (cont’ d)
H, Ms. Beattle.

MRS. BEATTLE
Now, |’ ve asked you to call ne
Mari anne Mari e.

JAYE
No, thanks. Um I’ mreally busy.

MRS. BEATTLE
Sorry, kitten. | was just seein
if you had any nmail delivered here
by m stake. Haven't got ny
disability checks in nonths.

AARON
Pizza guy is leaving his vehicle.

Jaye shifts, trying to push Ms. Beattle back out the door.

MRS. BEATTLE
(to Aaron)
Hi .
AARON
Hi .
(back to canera)
Pizza guy is knocki ng.

( CONTI NUED)



WONDERFALLS " MJFFI N BUFFALO' 1AHWD5 ( GOLDENROCD)

CONTI NUED:

(2)

JAYE
(starts to shut door)
No checks. Thanks for stopping by.

09/26/03 5,

VRS. BEATTLE
County clains they sent ‘em You
mnd givin a | ooksie?
JAYE
Sure.
AARON
Trailer’s nmovin’. Alot, alot alot.
Jaye opens a cupboard. Inside is a white garbage sack filled

with mail that Jaye never |ooks at. She starts to fish
but is nore interested in what Aaron’ s doing.

t hrough it,

MRS. BEATTLE
| really need that noney, doll.
Never been the sane since the
hysterectony, and the nmuffin
busi ness has been B-A-D. MW
psychic says | need to adverti se.

JAYE
Is the door open? Did he open the
door ?

MRS. BEATTLE
| gotta get me sone investors rea
quick or I'll be pullin” up stakes.

JAYE
(continuing to fish)
Ch, no.

MRS. BEATTLE
Well, they already evicted ne.
S posda vacate ny plot a week ago.
Just been waitin’ for ny checks.

AARON
Door’ s openi ng.

JAYE
(torn, to Ms. Beattle)
Can you cone back later?

MRS. BEATTLE
Just take a peek.

( CONTI NUED)
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Jaye finds an envel ope addressed to “Marianne Marie Beattle.”

JAYE
Ch. Oops. Uh...

Jaye finds another and another and another. She’'s nortifi ed.

MRS. BEATTLE
Find ‘em sugar?

JAYE
vell. ..

Jaye turns around to confess and the BUFFALO on Ms.
Beattl e’ s apron AN MATES:

MUFFI N BUFFALO
Keep ‘em here.

JAYE
Is that a joke?

Aaron gl ances over to see Jaye staring at the Muffin Buffalo.

MUFFI N BUFFALO MRS. BEATTLE
Keep ‘em here. | just asked if ya found ‘em

Jaye fidgets, not sure what to do.

WAX LION (O C.)
You heard the buffalo.

Jaye shoots the Wax Lion a | ook

JAYE
Shut up.

Jaye catches Aaron staring, she points to the tel ephoto | ens.

JAYE (cont’ d)
Chupacabr a.

He turns his attention back to the canera.

AARON
There's a shadow

Pani cked, Jaye shoves the checks in her bag and pushes a
catalog at Ms. Beattle.

JAYE
| found this. |Is this yours?

( CONTI NUED)
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MRS. BEATTLE
It has your name on it.
JAYE
(backing her to the door)
Oh. |I'"mso stupid. Then no, |
didn’t find anything.
MRS. BEATTLE
You'll still keep an eye out?
JAYE
Mm hnrm  Bye.
MRS. BEATTLE
Thanks, hon.

09/26/03 7.

Jaye shuts the door and rushes to the canera as Aaron cli cks.

AARON (O S.)
Oh, God. A hand! An arm It’'s
over. He shut the door.

JAYE
(grabs canera)
No!  No! No! No!

2C EXT. FAT PAT'S QUI ET TRAILER - TELEPHOTO P. O. V.

JAYE (O S.) (cont’d)
Cr ap.

As the shutter CLICKS, and this | MAGE FREEZES.

END OF TEASER

2C

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT ONE

I NT. WONDERFALLS - DAY 3

TIGHT ON - A PHOTO OF FAT PAT' S LOPSI DED TRAILER. In the
foreground, a PlIZZA DELI VERY GQJY runs to his car. 1In the
background, the trailer door is open. A FIGJURE stands in the
doorway of a trailer, but he's eerily out of focus |like the
Patterson-G min shots of Sasquatch from 1967.

The I MAGE flips and the scene animates like a crude flip
book. The Pizza Guy closes in on his car. The blurred
Figure recedes into the trailer. The Pizza Guy drives away.
The trailer door closes. REVEAL Jaye standing near a

di smant |l ed di splay shelf with MAHANDRA. They | ook over an
envel ope of blurry Fat Pat photos.

MAHANDRA
| thought your “In Search O”
exploits were over.

JAYE
I was feeling nostalgic. Fat Pat
remnds ne of a sinpler tine.

Jaye eyes the Wax Lion on the counter.

MAHANDRA
When you were nore of a bitch?

JAYE
O we could just say it was a
sinpler tinme and |leave it at that.
It’s not like |I was chasing himon
a notorcycle.
(flips through pictures)
You think he' s unphot ographabl e?

MAHANDRA
Li ke a vanpire?

JAYE
More |i ke a black hole. Maybe he’'s
so dense he defies the | aws of
physics and light refraction.

MAHANDRA
I think you adm re him

JAYE

| admt the whole shut-in thing has
a certain appeal.

( CONTI NUED)
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Jaye considers that as she uses a staple gun to secure felt
to a display shelf.

JAYE (cont’ d)
Dress is optional and there’'s the
part where you get to avoid people.

A Barrel Bear on the shelf AN MATES, gl ances at her:

BARREL BEAR
Staple it.

JAYE
And ot her things that talk.

Jaye | ooks down to see what he’s nodding toward: a WOVAN S
unti ed shoe | ace around the corner out of Mhandra's vi ew.

MAHANDRA
You don’t have to be a “shut in” to
avoid people. |I'mnot a “shut in”

and |’ m avoi di ng people right now.

BARREL BEAR
Staple it.

Jaye seens torn for a nonent, then shrugs and staples the
Wnman' s shoe | ace to the baseboard of the display.

JAYE
Yeah, but you punch a clock for the
man, Fat Pat answers to no one.

ALEC wal ks by, eyes them then nmakes a note on a clip board.

MAHANDRA
(sotto)
What’ s he doi ng?

JAYE
Ignore him [t’s enployee
eval uati on week.

She grabs her box of display supplies and takes them over to
anot her shelf. Mhandra follows with the pictures. As Jaye
squats and starts to wap green felt around another shelf:

MAHANDRA
I think you re obsessed with Fat
Pat ‘cause he’'s a bigger freak than
you are.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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If he had alligator skin or a
conjoined twin you d never |eave
the trailer park. Wit.

(re: pictures)
Are these reconnai ssance? Are you
trying to help hinf

JAYE
Who are you talking to? | don't
hel p peopl e.

There’s a commotion as the Wnan whose shoe-| ace Jaye stapl ed
turns and takes a step, tripping. She FLIES forward,
knocking into a baby stroller that HHTS the |l eg of a clothes
rack, sending the stroller TOPPLING to the ground and the
BABY i nsi de SHOOTI NG t hrough the air and safely into Jaye’'s
arms. A NATI VE AMERI CAN CUSTOMER snaps a picture. The
baby’ s MOTHER shri eks:

MOTHER
My baby!

Several PATRONS appl aud Jaye. She forces a smle, hands the
baby back to the worried Mt her.

JAYE
Her e. | think it soiled itself.

Jaye wi pes her baby-soiled hand on a nearby sweatshirt.

MOTHER
Thank you. Thank you so nuch.

Al ec’s jaw hangs open -- is he inpressed or just trying to
breath? The patrons’ appl ause makes Jaye unconfort abl e.

JAYE
Pl ease stop

The patrons’ clapping thins out. Jaye catches Al ec staring.

JAYE (cont’ d)
What ?

ALEC
Not hi ng.

He makes a note on his clipboard. Mther conforts her baby.

MOTHER
Shhhh. 1t’s alright.

( CONTI NUED)
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The Mot her gl ances down as she rights the toppl ed baby
stroller and notices an antique ring has fallen out.

MOTHER (cont’ d)
Chnygod. My grandnother’s ring. |
t hought we lost it.

JAYE
Ch, for godsakes.

She rolls her eyes and Mahandra | eads the patrons in another
round of appl ause.

JAYE (cont’ d)
Stop it.

The patrons abruptly stop cl apping. Mhandra eyes Jaye:

MAHANDRA
You need therapy.

INT. DR RON S OFFI CE - DAY 3A

DR RON (Pilot) is in session. H's manner is warm rel axed,
and open. He |eans back, studying an OFF- CAMERA PATI ENT.

DR RON
Sonme anal ysts believe talking to
inanimate objects is a way to
create a reality that's... nore
supportive.

REVEAL AARON, not Jaye, sitting across fromDr. Ron

AARON
But it’s not areality. It's a
delusion. | asked her why she
stol e your brass nonkey. Know what
she sai d?

DR RON
She still has ny nonkey?

AARON

She said it told her to, then acted
i ke she was ki ddi ng, but she
wasn’ t ki ddi ng.

DR. RON

The nonkey tal ked to her? Like the
Cow creaner ?

( CONTI NUED)
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AARON
Totally like the cow creaner

DR RON
Who do you think she’s tal king to?

AARON
You nmean who does she think she’s
tal king to?

DR. RON
No. I mean who do you think she’s
tal ki ng to.

AARON

She’s not tal king to anybody.

DR RON
Aren’t you getting your Ph.D. in
conparative religion?

AARON
Yeah, so?

DR. RON
Mbses tal ked to a bush, didn't he?

AARON
You’' re not suggesting she's |ike
that Margaret chick who talked to
god about her period.

DR RON
|’ monly suggesting a state of
m nd. What are you suggesting?

AARON

Not hi ng. She’s not talking to god.

That woul d be a del usi on.

DR RON
I nteresting.

Dr. Ron makes an note.

AARON
What did you just wite down?

DR RON
A note. Are you an atheist?

09/26/03 12.
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VWONDERFALLS "MJUFFI N BUFFALO' 1AHWD5 (GOLDENROD) 09/26/03 13.
CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

AARON
As a theologian, | feel it’'s
irresponsi ble to define nyself in
those terns. But, yeah

DR RON
A t heol ogi an who doesn’t believe in
god?

AARON

There’s nore of us than you think.

DR RON
And yet you're threatened by the
i dea of your sister talking to god.

AARON
" m not threatened. | mworri ed.

DR. RON
Worried that your sister may be
insane? O worried that she’s not?

AARON
She i s insane.

DR RON
VWhat would it nmean to your life if
she wasn’'t?

AARON
(consi ders, then)
But she is. She has to be.

I NT. THE BARREL - DAY 4
CLCSE ON - NEWSPAPER PHOTO OF JAYE

She’s sporting a weary cringe as she catches the baby m d-
action. The caption reads: “Wnan Saves Baby.” (NOTE: The

Newspaper Nanme is conceal ed for this shot.)

JAYE (V. Q)
This isn't me.

ERI C reads the newspaper on the bar as Jaye funes.
JAYE (cont’ d)

It’s humliating. | don’t save
babies. This m srepresents ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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ERI C
You saved that baby.

JAYE
| didn't do anything. It fell on
me. | could ve been a pillow

That should say Pill ow Saves Baby.

Mahandra steps up to clear a tray of enpty glasses. She
gl ances at the baby in the newspaper photo.

MAHANDRA
That baby | ooks |Iike a human shield
i n your hands.

Jaye takes Mahandra’s hand.

JAYE
Thank you.
(to Eric)
See? This woman knows ne.
(re: picture)
She knows this isn't who | am

MAHANDRA
That’s not who she is.

JAYE
She knows |’ m not considerate of ny
fell ow man.

MAHANDRA
She didn’'t use to be.

ERI C
You seem consi derate to ne.
(off their | ooks)
More or | ess.

JAYE
I f considerate things happen around
you, it doesn’'t necessarily nean
you' re a considerate person. You
didn’t know ne before.

MAHANDRA
Bef ore what exactly?
JAYE
Before... considerate things

started happeni ng around ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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Eric smles and | eans on the bar.

ERI C
But | know you now.

Jaye holds up the picture of her with the baby.

JAYE
You think I"ma baby-saver. And
now everybody’s gonna think I'ma
baby-saver thanks to the Ogwehoweh*
Reservation Newsletter. Ckay, soO
maybe not everybody. But the
Seneca | ndi ans who read this paper
wll. | can’t have them running
around thinking | save babi es.

*Pronounced og-weh-ho-weh. Mahandra ki cks off a shoe, rubs
her sore foot.

MAHANDRA
I’ mthree percent Seneca.

JAYE
Well, then you can tell your people
I won’t be saving any of their
babi es. Spread the word.

The STUFFED BASS on the wall AN MATES and nods toward
Mahandra | eaning on the bar:

STUFFED BASS
Gve the lady a chair

Jaye groans, grabs the stool on the other side of her and
slides it over to Mahandra just as a CONSERVATI VE PATRON who
is just putting his lips to his drink is about to sit.

MAHANDRA
Sonmebody’ s using that.

BAM The Conservative Patron falls flat on his ass, spilling
his drink all over his chest and | egs.

CONSERVATI VE PATRON
Aw, man. Wy can’t peopl e watch
what they’'re doin’. Dam.
As Mahandra and the Man’s FRIEND help himto his feet.

JAYE
Sorry.

( CONTI NUED)
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MAHANDRA
| amvery sorry, sir. This wonman
is not an enpl oyee and The Barrel
cannot be held legally responsible
for her actions.

CONSERVATI VE PATRON
Wiy can’t | wear nice things? Just
got this shirt and now it reeks
like... rum It reeks |ike rum

Jaye grabs a towel fromthe bar.

JAYE
Here's a towel but it kind of
snells |Iike sour ml k. | don't

know which i s worse

CONSERVATI VE PATRON
(furious, to Eric)
There’s rumin ny virgin daiquiri.

FRI END
Dude, that’s ny daiquiri. Sorry.

CONSERVATI VE PATRON
|’ ve been sober 20 years, jackass.
(to Jaye, genuine)
Thank you. You just saved ny

sobriety.

JAYE
| didn't nmean to. Take that thank
you back. | didn't earn it.

But he’'s al ready wal king out the door, fishing for his cell.

FRI END
Where you goin’?

CONSERVATI VE PATRON
To a neeting.

JAYE
(off all the eyes)
| had nothing to do with that.
EXT. H GH AND DRY TRAI LER PARK - DAY 5

The park is eerily silent and still. Jaye walks to her
trailer and sticks her key in the door, then notices snoke

( CONTI NUED)
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pouring fromMs. Beattle's trailer.

I NT. MRS. BEATTLE S TRAILER - DAY 6

An expl osion of lace trimand Precious Mnents figures. Jaye
opens the door and pokes her head in. Snoke seeps out of the
oven. M xing bow s cover the counter. Miffin papers and
flour coat the floor.

JAYE
Ms. Beattle?
(cringes)

Mari anne Marie?

Jaye renoves a snoldering tray of nuffins fromthe oven and
dunps themin the sink. She finds a carton of half & half on
the floor with lipstick stains around the open end.

JAYE (cont’ d)
Ew.

She sets it on the counter, crosses into the sleeping area.

JAYE (cont’ d)
Ms. Beattle? D d you take your
allergy pill with Gall o again?

Jaye pulls back the curtain, no sign of her. She heads into
the kitchen, stops short when she sees: A FOOTPRI NT shaped
like a flip-flop in the flour. Jaye reacts as WE POP TO

I NT. MRS. BEATTLE S TRAILER - JAYE' S FANTASY 7

A pristine kitchen. Ms. Beattle happily stirs a bow of
batter, takes a swg fromher half & half and sings “Have You
Met the Muffin Man?”. Suddenly, there’ s a BEAST-LI KE ROAR
The screen door CRUMPLES and the trailer rocks as sonething
horrible and unseen clinbs inside. Ms. Beattle SCREAMS as
whatever it is closes in on her.

BEAST (O S.)
Muf fi ns.

A G ANT FOOT clad in a flip-flop stonps into FRAME. The
carton of half & half PLOPS to the floor, there's a final ear-
splitting SCREAM and POP BACK TO
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I NT. MRS. BEATTLE S TRAILER - DAY 8

Jaye gl ances out the wi ndow. CAMERA ROCKETS across the | ane
and LANDS ON Fat Pat’'s trailer. Odd. Fat Pat’'s trailer is
no longer tilted! And his door’s open.

JAYE
He' s out.

I NT. FAT PAT' S TRAI LER - DAY 9
Jaye enters. As she steps inside, there’s a GROAN
JAYE
Hel | 0?

EXT. FAT PAT' S TRAI LER - SAME 10
Fat Pat’s trailer TEETERS, then TILTS to one side.

I NT. FAT PAT'S TRAI LER - SAME 11

Jaye freezes. The entire space is on a slight angle. She
takes another tentative step. The trailer shifts a few nore
i nches and then settles. Jaye inspects the prem ses. Sinple
and neat, eerily so. She peeks into the bedroom There's a
giant indentation in the mattress, but the bed is nade.

She noves into the kitchen. Exci ted, she stands before Fat

Pat’s refrigerator. She yanks open the door and her face
falls. Nothing but a jar of pickles and a bottle of nustard.

EXT. H GH AND DRY TRAI LER PARK - DAY 12
Jaye exits the trailer and noves toward her own. The enpty
sSwWi ngs on the swi ng-set creek in the wind, there’s no sign of
life in the park. Jaye gl ances around, reacts.
JAYE
(sotto)
Did we have a rapture?

I NT. JAYE' S TRAI LER - DAY 13

Jaye opens her door and the first thing she sees are a pair
of FLIP FLOPS. Big ones. And inside are a pair of big feet.

( CONTI NUED)
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Her stunned gaze noves up the | egs, past baggy shorts and t-
shirt, and up to FAT PAT. Only, he’'s not fat. He's a nice
| ooking, yet odd man in his md-twenties. But right now, he
doesn’t seem happy.

JAYE
Un.. Pat?

He turns around and Jaye can see he’'s | ooking at one of her
photo al buns | abel ed “Fat Pat.”

FAT PAT
(corrects her)
Fat Pat .

O f Jaye’'s bew | dernent --

END OF ACT ONE

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT _TWO

I NT. JAYE' S TRAI LER - DAY 14

Jaye stares in w de-eyed fascination at no-longer Fat Pat.
He shifts uneasy, turns back to the photo al buns.

FAT PAT
All these pictures are of ne. Are
you stal ki ng ne?

JAYE
No, no. |’mdoing an expose on uh,
people who are, um.. you know |life
in the trailer park and --

FAT PAT
You' re maki ng fun of ne.
(off photo al bum cover)
This says “Fat Pat.”

JAYE
No. Um That actually says “Pat
Pat.” Like Pat squared. ‘Cause
there’s so much of you. | nean, in

terns of the nunber of pictures.
(takes the al bum quiet)
Some of the ink nust’ve rubbed off.

He picks up one | abel ed “Fat Squatch.” She snatches it away.

JAYE (cont’ d)
That’s, uh... *“PatSquatch.”

He’'s not buying it, neither is she. She points outside.

JAYE (cont’ d)
Un Ms. Beattle is m ssing.

FAT PAT
So what? You think | ate her?

JAYE
No. But | did see your flip flop
tracks. You were in her trailer.

FAT PAT
So were you

( CONTI NUED)
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M s.

Beatt |

JAYE
After she was mssing --
(realizes)
Hey. How d you get in here?

FAT PAT
Keys were in the door. | was gonna
use your phone to call the police.
Sonmeone broke into ny trailer.

JAYE
Oh. That was ne.

FAT PAT
No ki dding. What were you doi ng
over there? Harvesting hair from
my shower drain for your pillows?

JAYE
No, | was just... ew.

e pokes her head into Jaye’'s trailer.

MRS. BEATTLE
Di ng dong!
JAYE
Hi .
MRS. BEATTLE
45 mnute bus ride, then | gotta
sit on ny keister, sweatin' like a

pig all day in those felt-covered
bank chairs and nobody wants to
give me any noney. WII “Miffin
Buf fal 0” never roan? |’ msorry.
I"’mjust feelin down. The County
still doesn’t know what happened to
my checks. Anything turn up here?

JAYE
Uh. ..

WAX LION (O C.)
No.

Jaye gl ances at the Lion.

JAYE
(to Ms. Beattle)
No sign of ‘em

( CONTI NUED)
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MRS. BEATTLE
Vell, hell.
(to Fat Pat)
Hi .

An unconfortable Fat Pat doesn’'t answer.

JAYE
Fffa... Pat shut off your stove.
Your muffins were burning.

MRS. BEATTLE

My muffins! Thank you. | had to
fetch Gven fromthe bus stop and
push her back to her trailer.
She’ s been having trouble getting
her wheel chair down the driveway
since they re-gravel ed the road.

(to Fat Pat)
Wo're you -- Chnylord. Didn't you
used to be a real big fat person?

FAT PAT
| wanna go hone.

He pushes past Jaye and Ms. Beattle. Jaye feels |ike shit.

15 EXT. FAT PAT' S TRAI LER - DAY 15
Jaye knocks on the door of the |opsided trailer.

JAYE
Hey. Open up. | feel... bad. Not
because | was maki ng fun, because |
wasn’t. But you seened upset so we
have to tal k about this. Hello?
(l'istens)
I won’t be ignored...

16 I NT. FAT PAT' S TRAI LER - DAY 16
Fat Pat powers through a set of crunches with an ab-roller.
There’s a CRASH as Jaye hoists herself through the sliding

wi ndow and having trouble with the m ni-blinds.

FAT PAT
Hel p. Hel p!

JAYE
I m not gonna hurt you.

( CONTI NUED)
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FAT PAT
Get out of here.

A GROAN and the trailer tilts. Jaye glances at Fat Pat.

JAYE
Wiy does it do that?

FAT PAT
Br oken axl e. Get out.

JAYE
Please et nme explain. Please.
(off his silence)
Ckay. Well, um |I'mnot a stalker.
And | wasn’t making fun of you.
And... that's really all I... got.

Her voice trails off as she realizes she doesn’'t have a case.

FAT PAT
You think I"mstupid. | know you
maeke fun of nme. Even the tranny in
t he wheel chair makes fun of ne.
Sonmetines | just open ny w ndows
and |listen to you people talk.

JAYE
Can you tell who's saying what?

FAT PAT
Your voice is very distinct.

JAYE
kay, | lied. There was fun-
meki ng, but not the malicious
variety. Not intentionally anyway.
You know what it was? It was fear
of the unknown. But now | know you
so I'’mnot afraid anynore.

FAT PAT
You don't know ne.

JAYE
Nobody knows anybody. Not really.
And even if you think you do,
chances are you don’t. Besides,
how s anybody supposed to know you
if you don't |eave your trailer?

( CONTI NUED)
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FAT PAT
| can’t leave ny trailer. |I'm
still fat. | have to |ose twelve

nore pounds for ny goal weight.
Then | can think about |eaving.

Jaye can't believe what she’s just heard.

JAYE
You know who doesn’t know you? You
don’t know you. You think you're
fat but you're not. Wen was the
last tinme you | ooked in a --
(gl ances around)
You don’t even have a mrror.

FAT PAT
| couldn’t find any ny size.

Jaye grabs a stainless steel toaster fromthe counter.

JAYE
Here. See? You' re not fat.

She holds the toaster in front of his face. Fat Pat stares
at his distorted reflection, then | ooks away di sgust ed.

FAT PAT
Ghuh. Yes, | am

Jaye gl ances at her own reflection and puts the toaster down.
JAYE

You need to get out; see yourself
t he way ot her peopl e see you.

FAT PAT
| know what they see. They see Fat
Pat .

JAYE

You're Non-Fat-Pat. And it’s tine
the G eater Buffal o Region | abeled
you correctly.

FAT PAT
| just wanna be left alone. |
don’t really like other people.

JAYE
Well, then we have that in common

( CONTI NUED)
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FAT PAT
W do?
JAYE
Yeah. |"d be honebound too if |

could get away with it but | can't.

FAT PAT
You're not trying hard enough.

JAYE
You haven't net ny famly.

As Jaye considers that, we...

CUT TO

16A EXT. TYLER HOUSE - N GHT 16A
Jaye and Fat Pat stand facing the door.

FAT PAT
I’ m not ready...

JAYE
I don’t think I’mready either.
Maybe we shoul d go.

FAT PAT
Ckay.

As they turn to | eave, the door OPENS reveal i ng MOM

MOM
Hell o, sweetheart. | thought I
heard you.
(to Fat Pat)
You nust be Patrick. |’m Karen

Tyler. Welconme to our hone.

17 I NT. TYLER HOUSE - FOYER - NI GHT 17
Mom hol ds the door open as Jaye and Fat Pat ENTER
MOM
(sotto, to Jaye)
Is he the shut in?

Jaye nods as Fat Pat is quickly greeted by DAD

( CONTI NUED)
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DAD
Hya, Pat. I'mDarrin. Picked a
good tinme to poke your head out.
It’s not often we nmanage to corral
all the Tylers for gane night.

MOM
(sotto to Jaye)
You have such a good heart. Just
meke sure you establish boundari es.

At that nonent Jaye spots Aaron watching fromthe doorway to
the parlor. As she passes she points to Pat’s back and

mout h’s the words “FAT PAT!” She bl ows her cheeks up maki ng
a fat face and noddi ng. She bagged the nonster. Aaron just
shakes his head di sapprovingly and they all head into:

I NT. TYLER HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT - CONTI NUOUS 18

SHARON ENTERS with tray of taffy apples. She reacts to

Jaye’'s presence. Fat Pat eyes the apples -- they | ook good.
SHARON

What are you doi ng here?

JAYE
It’s ganme night.

SHARON
You never conme to ganme night.
(to Fat Pat)
Hel | o.

FAT PAT
Hi .

SHARON
(the end of the world)
| only made four taffy apples. Two

of us will have to go w thout.
DAD
You shoul d have one, Patri ck. It’s

a blue ribbon recipe.

SHARON
From 4-H

Dad takes an apple and thrusts it toward Fat Pat.

( CONTI NUED)
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FAT PAT
| don’t want one. Get it away.

Jaye grabs the apple before Fat Pat snaps.

JAYE
Pat’s on a diet.

Sharon dol es out apples to Mom Dad, and Aaron. NMom
automatically passes hers to Jaye.

DAD
(to Fat Pat)
But you're so fit.

FAT PAT
Really? | have lost a |ota weight.
MOM

Sharon was a husky girl before she
slimed down, weren't you dear?

Sharon shoots Mom a | ook as Aaron presents Jaye with a
serving tray carrying tea supplies, including the Cow Creaner

("Crime Dog”) -- its head has been gl ued back on.
AARON
Cup of tea?

Jaye startles at the sight of the Cow Creaner

JAYE
| thought that cow didn’t have a
head.

MOM
Your brother glued it back on this
af t er noon.

JAYE

Did he? Wll, that’s just crazy.

AARON
Interesting choice of words.

Sharon cl ocks the tension between her siblings.
SHARON
(sotto, to Aaron)
Are you two not getting al ong?

TIME CUT TQO
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I NT. TYLER HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - N GHT - LATER 18A

Three teans gat hered around the coffee table: Jaye and Dad,
Mom and Aaron; Sharon and Fat Pat. Dad, Mom and Sharon are
dr awi ng.

JAYE FAT PAT
Acircle. A stick. Two It’s a bike. It’s a frog on
circles and a stick. a bi ke. Rai nbow connecti on.
AARON
(nore to Jaye)
Oh... a crazy person. Um soneone

who' s insane. A lunatic.
Jaye gl ares at Aaron.

FAT PAT
Evel Kni evel!

SHARON
Yes!

Fat Pat junps to his feet and shouts at the other teans:

FAT PAT
In your face, |osers!

They all react to Fat Pat’s intensity, then turn to Jaye.

TIME CUT TQO

I NT. TYLER HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - N GHT - LATER 18B

Aaron, Jaye, Fat Pat draw ng.

MOM
It’s acowand it's talking. It’s
talking to a man... to a wonman.

Jaye stops draw ng, shoots Aaron a | ook

SHARON
Look before you | eap!

FAT PAT
YES! You guys suck.

Mom grabs the playing card, turning to Aaron.

( CONTI NUED)



WONDERFALLS " MJFFI N BUFFALO' 1AHWD5 ( GOLDENROD) 09/ 26/ 03
CONTI NUED:

MOM
What category were you | ooking at?

SHARON
I ove w nning!

Mom and Dad | ean over Jaye to whisper to each other

DAD
The shut-in’s certainly bringing
out Sharon’s conpetitive streak

FAT PAT
You guys are goin down!

MOM
Il think it'’s time for himto | eave.

Jaye gl ances at the Cow Creaner

AARON

| saw that!
DAD

Saw what ?
AARON

She was talking to the cow creaner
JAYE

I was not. | really wasn't.
DAD

Stop teasing your brother.
SHARON

(to Aaron)

Don't let her bait you |like that.
AARON

What did the cowtell you to do?
DAD

Aaron, you’re meking an ass out of

yoursel f.
FAT PAT

Conme on, focus. Are we playing a
gane or not?

They all turn and | ook at him
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18C EXT. TYLER HOUSE - N GHT 18C
Jaye and Fat Pat stand on the steps as the door sw ngs shut.

FAT PAT
| hope they liked ne. You think
"1l be invited back? How often do
you have gane ni ght anyway?

JAYE
That may have been the |ast one.
FAT PAT
Oh. That’'s too bad.
JAYE
Uh- huh.
FAT PAT
| feel like |I understand you better
now. You' re nore real to nme. Not
so cold and unfeeling. [|I’'mglad
you forced nme to be your friend.
JAYE
Un let’s find you sone nore
friends. | don’t wanna hog you al
to nysel f.
19 I NT. THE BARREL - NI GHT 19

Jaye and Fat Pat sit at a table, watching the crowd. He’'s
nervous and excited. She's tired of him

FAT PAT
I’ mnot ready for nore friends.

JAYE
Sure you are. You just need to put
yourself out there. And maybe over
there by those drunk girls.

FAT PAT
Are you trying to get rid of ne?

JAYE
O course not.
(awkwar d beat)
Hey, wanna go get ne a beer?

( CONTI NUED)
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FAT PAT
A shot of vodka is only 55
cal ories.
(of f her 1 o00k)
"Il get you a beer.

As Fat Pat heads off to the bar, Mahandra steps up and starts
clearing the table behind Jaye.

MAHANDRA
Al'l this blah-blah of a nice new
you and cone to |l earn you changed
j ust because you net a guy.

JAYE
You don’t know what you’re talking
about. And | haven't changed. M
situation has changed.

MAHANDRA
Mor e bl ah-blah. How | ong have you
two been seeing each ot her?

ERI C AND FAT PAT AT THE BAR
Eric | ooks |ike soneone just shot his dog.

FAT PAT
We only recently started dating but
she’s sort of been obsessed with ne
for years. She has entire photo
al buns dedi cated to ne.

ERI C
(heart sinking)
Real | y?
FAT PAT

Yeah. Normally I'd find that
creepy but you know she’s not ugly.
And if | had to order sonmeone out
of a catalog to be obsessed with
me, it would probably be her.

ERI C
She’ s never nentioned you before.

FAT PAT

| think she’s a little enbarrassed
about how deeply she cares for ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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ON JAYE AND MAHANDRA

MAHANDRA
The Fat squatch
JAYE
Yeah. |’mno longer “lIn Search

of ... He's right over there.

MAHANDRA
VWhat’'d he do with all his extra
skin? You know there's extra skin?

JAYE
It occurred to ne.
(beat)
He said | was his only friend.
MAHANDRA
You have to nove.
JAYE
| can’t do that. It’s like |I took
a baby bird out of the nest, if |
ditch himnow he’ll die of neglect.

Mahandra t hi nks about that, then:

MAHANDRA
You have to nove.

JAYE
How did | becone the nice one?

Mahandra spots Fat Pat approaching with the drinks.

MAHANDRA
Just asking nyself the sane thing.

Mahandra saunters off as Fat Pat arrives.

ON ERI C AT THE BAR

He wat ches as Fat Pat and Jaye clink their drinks. Jaye
gl ances over at Eric, waves and smles. Eric waves back, but
doesn’t smle.
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EXT. FAT PAT' S TRAILER - NI GHT 20
Jaye and Fat Pat wal k past the nail boxes.

JAYE
How d you | ose so nuch wei ght
ordering pizza all the tine?

FAT PAT
Pizz-alad. Al wheat crust,
arugul a t oppi ng.

JAYE
Oh.  You know, | expected nore from
your big reintroduction to society.

FAT PAT
It was actually a lot better than
thought it’d be; | was expecting to
be shot in the stomach and robbed.

They pause at the boxes. Fat Pat is awkward, half-expecting
a kiss. Jaye is oblivious.

FAT PAT (cont’d)
So all things considered, | had a
really great tine.

JAYE
Yeah. Wsh it didn’t have to end.
Ckay. See you later.

And with that she turns and starts digging through her
mai | box. Fat Pat stares at her back a nonent before
shuffling off. Jaye reacts to one of the envel opes in her
box -- a famliar one made out to Marianne Marie Beattle.

Ms. Beattle is walking up the drive to the nuail boxes. She’'s
wearing the Buffal o apron.

MRS. BEATTLE
Don’t be scared. Comn’ up right
behi nd ya.

Jaye stuffs the check into her bag with the others as Ms.
Beattl e checks her own box. There’'s nothing inside.

MRS. BEATTLE (cont’ d)
Oh, well.

Ms. Beattle and Jaye head back toward their trailers.

( CONTI NUED)
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MRS. BEATTLE (cont’ d)
Sheriff came out this afternoon
wth ny third notice. Said to
| eave by Friday or 1'd go to jail.

JAYE
I"mreally sorry.

MRS. BEATTLE
Oh, it’s not your fault.

JAYE
Un I'mreally, really sorry.

MRS. BEATTLE
My sister told ne | could park ny
trailer in her driveway ‘till | get
back up on ny feet.

Jaye gl ances down in her bag, feeling guilty.

JAYE
Mari anne Mari e. .

MRS. BEATTLE
A yuh?

MUFFI N BUFFALO
Don't even think about it.

JAYE
(defl ated, covering)
|’ m gonna m ss you.

MRS. BEATTLE
I’ mgonna mss you too, kitten.
You' re fun

Ms. Beattle, full of enotion, gives Jaye a prol onged hug.
Jaye absently pats her back, feeling unconfortable.

MRS. BEATTLE (cont’ d)
Best go pack up ny lawn furniture.

I NT. JAYE'S TRAILER - NI GHT 21

Jaye cones in and wal ks into her bedroom and freezes. Fat
Pat’ s naked in her bed under the sheets.

( CONTI NUED)
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FAT PAT
I don’t want this night to end,
ei t her.

OFF Jaye. ..

END OF ACT TWO

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT THREE

I NT. JAYE'S TRAILER - NI GHT 22

Jaye and Pat are right where we left them He's naked in her
bed. She’'s stupefied. She glances to a nearby chair where
his clothes are piled up.

JAYE
Un you seemto be naked in ny bed.

FAT PAT
| figured it’'d be better if we did
it here. M bed has the dent.
Also there’s the tilting. Hope
it’s okay | didn't wait for you

JAYE
(slight linen panic, eww)
What do you nean “didn’t wait?”

He lets the covers fall aside. W don't actually see
anyt hi ng, but she sure does. She turns away in horror --

JAYE (cont’ d)
GAHHHH! |’ m sorry.

FAT PAT
You think I'"'mfat.

JAYE
No. You are not --

She instinctively glances at his unit, then averts her eyes.

JAYE (cont’ d)
Look, whatever you think’s been
happeni ng hasn’t actually been
happeni ng, nor can it continue to
not happen, especially not while
one of us, neaning you, is naked.

FAT PAT
Huh?
JAYE
You’' ve got the wong idea.
FAT PAT
But our date... you were so
i nterested.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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You introduced ne to your famly.
| thought you were trying to
i Nnpress ne...

JAYE
You m sunderstood. | don’t
actually let people I"'mtrying to
inpress neet ny famly..

FAT PAT
| thought you wanted ne to cone out
of my shell -- ?

She grabs his clothes and tosses themto him

JAYE
Yes, but now | want you to go back
in. | can't sleep with you. |
just... | don’t see you that way.
FAT PAT
(goi ng col d)

Right. You see ne as the fat freak
that lives across the trailer park.

JAYE
No. That’s not true. |f anything
| see you as a legend. You're like
a celebrity!

FAT PAT
Yeah. And who'd want to sleep with
a celebrity?

JAYE
Pat . ..

FAT PAT
DON T LOOK AT ME!

She turns away. He continues to clunsily dress:

FAT PAT (cont’d)
You think I"ma charity case? That
it? You think you' re Mdther Teresa
or sonet hi ng?

JAYE
God no! That’s not nme at all. |
nmean, okay, so sonetines it may
seemlike |"ma baby saver or a
saint or sonething, but honest, |I'm
really just a --

09/ 26/ 03 37.
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FAT PAT
Bi tch.

Now she does turn to him Her turn to be a little hurt.
He's angrily tucking in his shirt.

FAT PAT (cont’d)
VWhere's the canera?

JAYE
Camer a?

FAT PAT

|’ m supposed to believe you didn’t
get pictures of this? After you ve
been hangi ng out your w ndow with
your telephoto |l ens for six nonths?
Don't think I won’t be checking
every Chubby Chaser site on the
internet, and if any pictures of ne
turn up, even if the head s been
cropped off, expect a fat |awsuit.

(as he goes)
Evil bitch.

And he’s gone. She weakly calls after him
JAYE
kay... so long as we’'re clear on
t he nme-not - bei ng-a-saint thing...
INT. DR RON S OFFI CE - DAY 23
Dr. Ron sits at his desk holding the Cow Creaner. He

examnes it. Aaron sits across fromhimlooking mghtily
pl eased with hinself.

AARON
| told you she was crazy.
DR RON
Li nroges. Very nice.
AARON
Look closer. Made in China. |It’s

not even genui ne French porcel ain.
You think God' s gonna be talking to
anyone through a cheap knock-off?

Aaron sits back, snug satisfaction on his face.

( CONTI NUED)
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DR RON
(trying to fol l ow
And so because it’'s an inexpensive
reproduction you believe that’'s
proof your sister is insane?

AARON
The fact that it’s a cow creaner is
proof ny sister’s insane. Do you
even have a degree?

DR RON
They’re on the wall.

Aaron gets up and takes a | ook.

DR. RON (cont’d)
So you set a trap for your sister

using this cow creaner... as bait.
AARON

Total |y.
DR RON

That' s cracked.

AARON
How is it “cracked” to be concerned
for the welfare of a famly nmenber?

DR. RON
| nmean the creaner
(poi nts to neck)
It’s cracked.

AARON
Oh. Yeah. I broke the head off
the last tine it talked to her.

DR RON
(sets creanmer on desk)
And that seened to work?

AARON
It stopped talking.

DR RON
And you know this because...?

AARON
| took its nouth away.

( CONTI NUED)
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DR RON
Do you believe you al one have the
power to silence the creaner?

Dr. Ron wites “schizophrenic?” on his note pad.

AARON
It was never not silent. You don’t
have to be a theol ogian or an
at hei st to know cow creaners...

Just then, and w thout anyone touching it, the Cow Creaner’s
head FALLS OFF. It lands on the raised end of a letter
opener, which has been propped in a teeter-totter-1ike-
fashion over an eraser. The letter opener noves on its
fulcrum the other end rises and sets into notion the cl acky
balls on Dr. Ron’s desk. There’'s a PING as the |ast clacky

ball in the chain snaps fromits wire. It sails across the
desk and shatters a candy dish, which serves as a makeshift
bookend. Jellybeans spill across the desk. Dr. Ron reacts

to the commotion as the books, no |onger held in place by the
candy dish, slide fromtheir perch onto the floor. Aaron
noves to collect themand stops short. The titles “Mscow
Syndrone” and “Stal ked by GQuilt” have | anded so that what WE
SEE (and what Aaron sees) are the words: “COWTALK.”

AARON (cont’ d)
...don"t talk.

O f Aaron, shaken as he clearly gets the nessage...

EXT. H GH AND DRY TRAI LER PARK - DAY 24

Jaye, dressed for work, exits her trailer. She |ooks over
toward Fat Pat’s tilted trailer. She wants to go over and
make things right. She wal ks over. Raises her fist to knock
on the door, thinks better of it. As she |oses her nerve and
turns away, WE SEE the w ndow blinds drop. He was watching.

I NT. WONDERFALLS - DAY 25

A m serable Jaye enters the store. A CUSTOVER approaches.
Jaye wal ks ri ght past her.

JAYE
I"mnot on the cl ock.
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I NT. WONDERFALLS - MANAGER S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS 26

Jaye cones around the corner, grabs her tine card, is about
to punch in, but reacts to see Mom Dad and Sharon all there.
Mom and Dad grinning, a bouquet of balloons at the ready.

DAD
Sur pri se!

MOM
Congratul ati ons, sweetheart!

She | ooks to what they' re | ooking at -- the photograph of her
catching the baby is above the tinme-clock. The plaque bel ow
reads, “Enployee of the Month: Jaye Tyler.” Jaye absently
punches her tinme card.

JAYE
That was an accident. This is a
m st ake.

ALEC (O S.)
No m st ake.

Jaye turns to see Al ec has appeared behind her outside the
doorway. She’'s trapped.

DAD
W' re so proud.

SHARON
And shocked.

MOM
(tosses a | ook at Sharon)
Wth pride.

JAYE
| don’t deserve this.

MOM
She’s never been confortable with
prai se

Sharon eyes the ball oons:

SHARON
(to Al ec)
They got ne the sane ball oon
bouquet when | nmde partner.

( CONTI NUED)
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JAYE
| was just rude to a custoner. |
can’t be enpl oyee of the nonth.

ALEC
(sotto, to Jaye)
You don’t have a choice. Peggy
said | can’'t get it anynore now
that |’ m nmanagenent.

Al ec hands her a certificate, speaks at normal vol une:

ALEC (cont’ d)
The honor cones with a certificate
and a parking space on the first
| evel of the structure...

JAYE
(handing it back)
| park on the street.

ALEC
...and the afternoon off.

Jaye grabs the certificate back --

JAYE
I hunbly accept.

DAD
Good! We made lunch reservations.

JAYE
Real | y? Lunch?

MOM
You can’t spend all your tine
meki ng the world a better place. A
girl’s got to eat --

I NT. FAT PAT' S TRAI LER - DAY 27

Fat Pat’s face conmes INTO FRAME. His hair’'s a little crazy
and his eyes are nore so. He's on the brink. He frantically
bangs through enpty kitchen cabinets. He rips open the
fridge and grabs the pickle jar. Enpty. Desperate, he goes
for the nustard bottle, squeezes it into his nmouth. No such
luck. He stops at A KNOCKI NG on his door. His head snaps
around, predator-like. H's nostrils flare, catching the
whiff of sonmething in the air, as --
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EXT. FAT PAT' S TRAI LER - CONTI NUOUS 28

Ms. Beattle is the one knocking the door. She holds a
pl atter of delicious |ooking MJFFI NS.

MRS. BEATTLE
Hel | 0? Pat, honey? 1It’s Marianne
Marie Beattle. | know you' re hone,

you're tilted. Hello?

I NT. THE BARREL - DAY 29

TI GHT ON two bubbl i ng fondue pots shaped |ike barrels. One
is filled wwth chocolate, one with nelted cheese. Jaye, Mm
Dad, and Sharon sit around the fondue pot. Everyone has a
fondue fork except for Mom who eats a salad. Jaye’'s balloon
bouquet is tied to the back of her chair.

DAD
Where is Aaron? W cel ebrate al
Tyler victories as a famly.

JAYE
I wouldn’t call this a victory.

Sharon scrutinizes Jaye's Enployee O The Month certificate.

SHARON
This certificate' s invalid.
There’s no signature. Ch, wait.
There’ s a stanp.

DAD

A stanp is good enough for ne.
MOM

| guarantee you this'|Il make the

Christmas letter.
JAYE

OCh, | wish it wouldn't.
SHARON

There’ s Aaron.

They all |ook to see a very gl oony Aaron approachi ng.

MOM

H , sweetheart!

( CONTI NUED)
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DAD
Ni ce you could make it. D d you
see your sister’s certificate?

Aaron takes the certificate, but doesn’'t look at it.
AARON

(low, to Jaye, as he sits)
What are you?

JAYE
Huh?
AARON
Are you like Dr. Dolittle?
MOM
Your blood sugar’s low. Here, dip
somet hi ng.
AARON

It’s not nmy blood sugar. There’'s
sonmet hing out there and it’s

| aughi ng at us.

SHARON
(re: Jaye)
Did she do this to you?

DAD
You really think your sister’s
speci al lunch is the appropriate
pl ace for an existential crisis?

AARON
It’s not an existential crisis.

MOM
It’s nothing to be ashaned of,
sweet heart. You're studying
religion, for godsake. You're
bound to have one sooner or |ater.

AARON
Not an existential crisis. Just
the opposite. | was fine when

exi stence had no neani ng.
Meani ngl essness in a universe that
has no neaning -- that | get. But
meani ngl essness in a universe with
nmeani ng? Wat does that nean?

( CONTI NUED)
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JAYE
It doesn’t nean anyt hing.

AARON
Did the cow creaner tell you that?

DAD
What has gotten into you?

MOM
| amthrow ng that creaner away the
second we get hone.

SHARON
The neani ngl essness of neani ng?
Are you people high?

MOM
Real |y, though.

JAYE
You want neani ngl ess? This fondue
is neaningless. It nocks everyone

at this table.

DAD
That’s your cel ebratory fondue.

JAYE

| didn't earn celebratory fondue.
| don’t deserve to be called
Enpl oyee of the Month. | don’t
deserve this certificate. | don't
deserve a parking space on P-1.

(reconsi dering)
But | amtaking the afternoon off.

09/ 26/ 03 45,

Jaye starts to head off, stops, goes back, grabs her ball oons
and | eaves. Aaron broods as he dips fondue.
fl abbergasted. Dad turns to Sharon:

She | ooks up,

nmout h.

DAD
Anything you' d |ike to share?

SHARON
Uh- uh. No.

Mom and Dad are

a piece of gooey cheese fondue half in her
She shakes her head --
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EXT. H GH AND DRY TRAI LER PARK - DAY 30

Agai n, Jaye trudges toward her trailer with her balloon
bouquet. She stops when she spots A FEW park residents
formed outside Ms. Beattle' s trailer. |It’s a potpourri of
muscle T's, curlers, and antsy WHI SPERS. Jaye approaches
GVNEN, a transvestite (50°'s/60’s) in a wheelchair wearing a
ki nrono and a turban; she tal ks to another resident.

GVEN
They' re already sayin’ how quiet he
was, how he al ways kept to hinself.
Know who el se was qui et and kept to
hi nsel f? Jeffrey Dahner

JAYE
Who are you tal ki ng about ?

GVEN
Nunmber twel ve. He snapped.

JAYE
Fat Pat ?

GVEN
(nods)
Dragged Marianne Marie in there
dam near an hour ago. Ain't
nobody heard a peep since. Honey
said he’s off his nut. Sounds |ike
sonet hi ng sent himover the edge.

Of Jaye’'s horror --

END OF ACT THREE

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT FOUR

EXT. MRS. BEATTLE S TRAILER - DAY 31

Jaye and Gnen approach the trailer. Jaye peeks in through
t he screen door.

GVEN
Smart thing to do would be to cal
t he police.

JAYE
(cal l'ing inside)
Ms. Beattle? Are you okay?

FAT PAT (O S.)
Piss off ya evil bitch!

The smal|l crowd GASPS

GVEN
Oh, no he di’'ant.

Jaye reacts, fills with resolve, and pushes her way into:

I NT. MRS. BEATTLE S TRAI LER - CONTI NUQUS 32

Fat Pat sits at the Formi ca table covered with crunbs and
enpty nmuffin cups. He' s |light-headed and not feeling well
fromeating too much. There's a rack of muffins cooling on
t he stove.

JAYE

Were is she?
FAT PAT

M nd your own busi ness, saucebox.
JAYE

Did you eat all those nuffins?
FAT PAT

Sure did.

(eyes her with disdain)
| said | wasn’'t ready. | said

needed to | ose 12 nore pounds. But
you woul dn’t listen.

JAYE
VWhere's Ms. Beattl e?

( CONTI NUED)
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Fat Pat nods toward a closed partition.

FAT PAT
She’ s back there.

JAYE
Ms. Beattle?

No response. Jaye eyes Fat Pat.

FAT PAT
Know what happens when you rip a
caterpillar fromits cocoon before
it beconmes a butterfly?

JAYE

Isn't it like a wormwith flippers?
FAT PAT

Yeah, snartass. I"'mlike a worm

with flippers. Thanks a lot. You
really are vile.

Ms. Beattle enmerges from behind the partition.

MRS. BEATTLE
Hey, kitten. Sorry. | was nmakin’
a sissy. Didn't hear ya cone in.

There’'s a DING and Ms. Beattle pulls a steam ng tray of
muf fi ns out of the oven.

MRS. BEATTLE (cont’d)
Ready for appl e-cranberry, hon?

FAT PAT
Yes, please.

JAYE
You do realize you' re being held
hostage? 1Is this Stockhol m
Syndrone? Are you Patty Hearst?

Ms. Beattle grabs the nmuffins fromthe cooling rack and sets
themin front of Fat Pat.

MRS. BEATTLE
What are you squawki n' about
hostages for? | don’t see nobody
bl i ndfol ded and tied to a chair.
The man just wanted sone nuffins.

( CONTI NUED)
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Fat Pat digs in, savoring sone bites and gul pi ng down ot hers.

JAYE
What about your goal weight?

FAT PAT
I"’mtired of swmring up stream
have a new goal weight.

Anot her bite.

JAYE
You | ost 300 pounds. You can’'t
just go and gain it all back again.

MRS. BEATTLE
Well, seig heil, Mss Jenny Craig.

FAT PAT
I"mFat Pat. That’'s who I’
always be. | tried to turn off ny
“fatdar,” but | can’t. Every tine
I go outside |I’m gonna wonder, does
that restaurant have a booth big
enough? Does this theater have
retractable armrests? What tine
does that market close ‘cause if |
go when they’ re busy sonebody m ght
ook in ny cart. And turnstiles?
Wiy woul d you do that to a person?

JAYE
| don’t know.

FAT PAT
300 pounds of phantom fl esh.
Whet her you can see it or not, |
know it's there. It mght as well
be real. Because whatever probl ens
| had before, being less fat didn't
sol ve any of them

MRS. BEATTLE
God, |’ m depressed.

JAYE
You can’'t let this get you down.
The sun’ Il conme out and grey skies

are gonna clear up, if not there’l
be a silver lining | swear. Just --
(suddenly defl at ed)
Scoot over. And give ne a nmuffin
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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(takes a bite)
These are really good.

MRS. BEATTLE
Secret ingredient’s Little lvy’'s
Fruit Cocktail. Used to buy it by
the case. Got three cans left,
enough for one nore batch. Then
Muffin Buffalo will be put out to
past ur e.

Jaye stares at the Muffin Buffalo on Ms. Beattle's apron

JAYE
Marianne Marie... prom se you won't
get mad?
TIME CUT TO
I NT. MRS. BEATTLE S TRAILER - LATER 32A

Ms. Beattle is counting a stack of disability checks. Fat
Pat stares at Jaye and Ms. Beattle; he' s sweating profusely.

MRS. BEATTLE
What the hell is wong with you?
You stole an old woman’s disability
checks. That violates the H gh and
Dry code of residential conduct,
not to nmention the basic tenets of
Christianity.

JAYE
I know this doesn’t really help,
but technically | wasn't stealing.
I mean, | didn’'t cash anything.

Fat Pat GROANS, eyes fluttering, trying to focus.

FAT PAT
Ow... | feel cranpy...
FAT PAT'S P.O. V. - DI STORTI NG | NTO TUNNEL VI SI ON 32B

Jaye and Ms. Beattle | oomover him
MRS. BEATTLE

Oh | ord. H s stomach nust’ ve
bur st .

( CONTI NUED)
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JAYE
(sl ow nQ)
That can’t beee gooooood. ..

FADE TO BLACK

FAT PAT'S P.O. V. - A BLURRY VH TE HAZE 32C

It slowy starts to cone into focus REVEALI NG a panel ed
ceiling. The fam liar BEEP- BEEP- BEEP of hospital equi pnent.
REVEAL we are --

I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY 33

TIGHT ON Fat Pat as he lies in a hospital bed. H's groggy
eyes continue to blink awake. Jaye and Ms. Beattle junp to
their feet at the first sign of consciousness.

FAT PAT
I"mthirsty.

Jaye grabs a cup of water, puts the strawin Fat Pat’s nouth.

JAYE
You' re dehydrated. You lost a | ot
of weight... in an unusual fashion.

FAT PAT
Di d sonet hi ng get anmput at ed?

MRS. BEATTLE
No, nothing like that. | guess |
shoul d’ ve warned you about ny
muffins... they're fat-free.

THE SCENE BEG NS TO RUN I N REVERSE. Jaye and M's. Beattle
swal | ow t heir dial ogue and sit back down. Fat Pat | oses
consci ousness (the REVERSE of hi mwaking up). Jaye and Ms.
Beattl e stand up and wal k backwards out the door.

CLOSE ON FAT PAT - FILM STILL RUNNI NG | N REVERSE

An oxygen mask is placed over his head (the REVERSE of it
being taken off). Hi's hospital gown whips off his body to be
replaced by his street clothes and he’'s pulled out of FRAME

| eaving an enpty hospital bed.

MATCH CUT TO

¥ % X X
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I NT. NMRS. BEATTLE S TRAI LER - REVERSE 33A

Fat Pat sits up into FRAME. He pulls muffin after nmuffin
fromhis maw (t he REVERSE of eating) and assenbl es them
conplete on the table in front of him Jaye wal ks backward
out of the trailer. Ms. Beattle wal ks backward,

di sappearing behind the partition only to reappear wal ki ng
backward into the kitchen area. CAVERA VH PS AROUND M s.
Beattle m xing batter in a bow in REVERSE. ZOOM INTO A
container next to the mxing bow that’'s | abel ed “Thinestra:
Fat Substitute.” The warning reads: “Miy cause

gastroi ntestinal problens, cranps, fecal urgency.”

BACK TGO

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY 33B
Fat Pat reels fromthe news.

FAT PAT
| overdosed on a non-caloric fat
repl acer?

JAYE
Un-huh. You tried to nake yourself
fat again and ended up reaching
your goal weight.

FAT PAT
How much did | | ose?
MRS. BEATTLE

Thirteen pounds. That stuff really
noves busi ness through.

FAT PAT
That’s a pound over ny goal weight.

JAYE
Congr at ul ati ons.

FAT PAT
But | still feel fat.

MRS. BEATTLE
I don’t know how to nake you not
feel fat, but I do know how to nake
you feel like you ve acconplished
sonet hi ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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JAYE FAT PAT
You do? You do?

MRS. BEATTLE (cont’ d)
I would like to make a busi ness
proposal. | had sone tine to
organi ze ny thoughts while you were
in your cona..

She fishes a small stack of note cards from her purse and
begi ns reading fromthem

MRS. BEATTLE (cont’ d)

After considering the accel erated
manner i n which you achi eved your
dieting goals...

(flips card)
...t has occurred to ne that you
have nore to offer the American
consumer than neets the eye...

(flips card)
...as soneone who has experienced
the nutritional benefits of Muffin
Buffalo first hand you woul d nmaeke
an i deal spokesperson..

As Ms. Beattle flips another card CAMERA ROCKET ZOOMS | NTO a
gi ft-basket of nmuffins and PULLS OUT TO REVEAL:

CLOSE ON BI LLBOARD - DAY 34

A BASKET OF MJUFFI NS, which graces the back of a buffalo
wearing a headdress. |It’s a brightly colored billboard. In
a sidebar circle Fat Pat is pulling out the waist of his
pants to denonstrate how nmuch wei ght he’'s lost. A dialogue
bubbl e proclainms: “Miffin Buffalo delivered the sweets and
took away the pounds!” A counter at the bottom of the

bill board spins, indicating the nunber of nuffins baked; it’'s
in the billions and counting. SNAP WDE TO REVEAL the
billboard is in the mddl e of New York Tinmes Square.

PCOP TO

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY 34A
As bef ore.

( CONTI NUED)
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MRS. BEATTLE
(flips card)
...1f you decide to join ne in this
venture your nane coul d becone
synonynous with heal thy snackf ood.

FAT PAT
You want ne... | don’'t know what to
say. |1’d be honored. Thank you.
MRS. BEATTLE

Don't thank ne.

Fat Pat and Ms. Beattle turn and | ook at Jaye.

JAYE

Wel |, you' re not thanking ne.
MRS. BEATTLE

Yes, | am | am thanking you.

|’ ve been rum nating on events --

JAYE
| didn’t do anyt hing!

MRS. BEATTLE
Those disability checks you stol e?
More noney than |’ve saved in ny

entire --
JAYE
St op!
FAT PAT
If you hadn't --
JAYE

Stop! Stop thanking ne! Wat is
it wth you people!? Gawd.

Jaye wal ks toward CAMERA and out the door
MRS. BEATTLE

Good | ord, woman. There’'s such a
thing as grace.

35-37 OM TTED 35-37
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37A I NT. WONDERFALLS - MAG C HOUR 37A
Jaye watches as the |ast custoner |eaves the store.

LAST CUSTOMER (O C.)
Thanks!

After the Last Custoner is gone:
JAYE
Wiy are you thanking nme? | didn't
wait on you

Jaye grabs the keys behind the counter just as the bell on
t he door jangl es.

JAYE (cont’ d)
W' re cl osed.

She | ooks up to see it’s Eric outside. They raise their
voices in order to be heard through the gl ass.

JAYE (cont’ d)
OCh. Hi.

ERI C
Hi .

JAYE
W' re cl osed.

ERI C
I don’t wanna buy anyt hi ng.

He sm | es. She sm | es.

JAYE
In that case you can cone in.

She opens the door for him then locks it. She |eans on the
door and smles. He smles.

JAYE (cont’ d)
What are you doing here?

ERI C
Huh? OCh. You, uh, you forgot this
at the restaurant.

He hands her the “Enployee of the Month” certificate.

( CONTI NUED)
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She grabs i

JAYE
Yeah, | sorta forgot it there on
pur pose. But thanks, though.

t and sets it on the counter.

ERI C
You're just gonna throw that away
after | leave, aren’t you?

JAYE
Yup.

ERI C
So that guy with you at the bar,
was that your... boyfriend?

JAYE

Did he say he was ny boyfriend?

ERI C
He said you were obsessed with him

JAYE
That part’s true, but only ‘cause
he used to be Fat Pat. Now that
he’s just Pat he’s not as
i nteresting.

ERI C
I Iike that he’s not as interesting
to you anynore.

JAYE
I like that you like that.
(steps away fromthe edge)
But you got the wong idea about
me. |’mnot a baby-saver.

ERI C
Sure you are.

JAYE
I"mreally not. Not unless there's
coercion and even then only if it’s
conveni ent .

ERI C
You can’'t tell nme that every nice
thing you' ve ever done was because
you were forced to do it.

09/ 26/ 03 56.
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JAYE
I guess | wasn’'t forced to be nice
to Fat Pat. Not really.

ERI C
See, you are nice.

They smle at each other for another beat, then:

JAYE
You have to | eave. Get out.

She unl ocks the door and holds it open. He steps out and she
locks it behind him They talk through the gl ass:

JAYE (cont’ d)
And I’mnot nice. |I’mjust highly
susceptible to guilt.

ERI C
You have the wong i dea about you.

He smles and wal ks away. And she wat ches hi m go.

CUT TO BLACK.

END OF SHOW




